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that the Czar of all the Russias declined to be bound any
longer by the Treaty of 1856, as far as its stipulations
restricted his sovereign rights in the Black Sea; that he
proposed to revoke his special Convention with the Sultan
respecting the number and size of their respective warships *
in those waters, and to resume possession of all his rights
in the same. The English Government, according to
Granville's Circular Despatch of Nov. 10, regarded this
declaration with "deep regret" as "an arbitrary repudiation
of a solemn engagement" to which England "could not
possibly gife her sanction." Count Beust also (vide his
Despatch of Nov. 16) was "painfully affected" by Russia's
behaviour, and found it "impossible to conceal his extreme
astonishment thereat"

How the German Chancellor dealt with the question may
be gathered from some remarks he made in private at
Versailles (Nov. 17). Having read over Granville's des-
patch, which had arrived on the previous day, he observed,
with a laugh: " Future complications! Parliamentary
orators! They have no confidence in themselves. The
word future is strongly accented. That is the way people
talk when they mean to do nothing. No; there is nothing
to fear from them (the English), just as, four months ago,
there was nothing to be hoped from them. Gortchakoff
in this matter is not pursuing the true Russian policy; he is
acting like a Varangian, impetuously and violently. It has
always been imagined that Russian policy is exceptionally
cunning and subtle, full of windings, traps, and dodges; but
it is nothing of the kind. If the Russians were dishonest
fellows they would forbear from making declarations of
this kind, quietly build their men-of-war in the Black Sea,
and, wait till they were questioned on the subject, then re-
plying that they knew nothing about it; and spin the thing